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MODERN LANGUAGE NOTES. 



[Vol. xxiii, No. 2. 



X. Showing Elliptical Uses of "que"; gener- 
ally denoting an Alternative, or Standing in 
Place of a longer Conjunctive Phrase. 

Arnaut Daniel, x, 29 : 

No vuoill de Boma l'emperi 
Ni tfom m'en fassa apostoli 
Qu'en lieis non aia revert 

Bordello, xxxiv, 25 : 

Qar mais am niur'ab tnrmenz 

Qe vostre prez vaUta menz, 

Of. also : Bertran de Bom, x, 28. Peire d'Al- 
vemhe, xix, 45, etc. 

Total : Regularity, 27 ; Irregularity, 0. 

General total : Regularity, 722 ; Irregularity, 
23 + 2 irregular subjunctive forms recorded under 
VI. 

This numerical result shows a small proportion 

of irregularity. When the indicative has been 
used where we should have expected the subjunc- 
tive, it has been generally clear that the 'writer 
desired to give force or reality to his expression 
or that he strove to conform to certain require- 
ments of meter or rhyme scheme. 

Clarence King Moose. 
The University cf Rochester. 



CHAUCER'S SISTER. 

Through the kindness of Mr. Henry A. 
Phillips of Boston, Mass., my attention has been 
called to the fact that Geoffrey was not the 
only child of John Chaucer, as might be in- 
ferred from his release of his father's house in 
the Vintry, 1 but that the poet had a sister 
named Catherine, who married Simon Manning 
de Codhani, Kent. 2 Geoffrey, however, remains 
the only known male heir. 

The marriage furnishes us an additional bit 
of evidence regarding the connection of the 

1 Life Records of Ctiaucer, iv, 232. 

2 " Catherina soror Galfridi Chawcer militis, Celeber- 
rimi Poetae Anglican!." Sari. MS. 1548, fol. 29. See 
alao H. F. Water's "Gleanings" in the Historical and 
Genealogical Register, July, 1 897. 



Chaucers with Kent, and is the avenue by 
which a numerous body of New Englanders 
trace their descent back to the father of the 
poet. Simon and Catherine in 39 Edw. III. 
conveyed lands to Robert Attewode, etc. 3 

The Mannings were of high rank and Simon's 
great-grandfather served under Richard Coeur 
de Lion against the Saracens. " Th% are said 
to be descended of an antient and noble family 
which took its name from Manning, a town in 
Saxony, from whence they came into England 
before the conquest, and some of them are said 
to have Bettled in Friesland. They bore for 
their arms . . . Gules, a cross potence, or flory, 
between 4 cinquefoils or. Guillim, p. 138." * 
Thus the social status of Chaucer's brother-in- 
law was fully as high, if not higher, than his 
own, and supports the view that John Chaucer 
was a man of prominence in his age. 

It is extremely unlikely that "soror" could 
stand for " sister-in-law " and reference thus be 
made to Catherine Eoet, the probable sister of 
Philippa Chaucer. Catherine Roet married Sir 
Hugh Swynford in 1367 or earlier, because her 
son, Thomas Swynford, was four years old in 
1372. 5 Upon the death of her husband she 
became successively governess, mistress, and wife 
(in 1396) of John of Gaunt, who died in 1399. 
Catherine herself died in 1403," and was re- 
ferred to as " the most renowned Lady Kather- 
ine de Roelt, deceased, late Duchess of Lan- 
caster " in 1411. 7 If she married Manning at 
all it must have been between 1399 and 1403; 
she would in this case hardly have been termed 
Chaucer's sister, and would furthermore have 
been rather old to have given birth to the son 
John Manning that is mentioned in Mr. Water's 
pedigree. 



Alfbed Allan Keen. 



Millsaps College. 



8 Feet of Fines, Greenwich, 39 Edw. III. 

* Hasted' s History of Kent, i, 124. See also the sug- 
gested origin of the name Malyn in Kern's Ihe Ancestry 
of Chaucer, p. 125. 

s Excerpta Historica, 155. 

"Excerpta Historica, 158, 152ff. 

'Rot. Pat., 13 Hen. IV. pt. I, m. 35 ; Kymer's Foedera, 
VIII, 704 ; Excerpla Historica, 158 ; Weever's Funeral 
Monuments, 413. 



